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Cononley Playing Field will once again come alive on Saturday, 19th June for the annual 
Village Gala, where Cononley will be taken over by Rock & Pop stars as ‘Cononley rocks 
through the ages’. 
 
All villagers, young and old, are invited to dress up as their favourite stars of Rock & Pop. 
Prizes will be awarded to the best-dressed children and the best dressed walking groups or 
floats. Any group who wishes to dress in fancy dress and join the procession – whether on 
foot or float – should register their group with Richard Mansell on 637526 prior to the event. 
In the week before the Gala, the Playing Field Committee members, will call at the homes of 
all villagers to collect unwanted items such as bottles, jars, books, toys etc. which may be 
used or sold on the stalls. Any contributions will be gratefully received.  
All those who wish to take part in the procession through the village should assemble on the 
car park of the Church Centre from 1pm where their costumes will be judged at 1.15pm.  
The procession will set off at 1:30 pm and will be led by the Nelson Brass Band. 
 
This year we have a feast of attractions… a bouncy castle, giant slide, ducking stool, rides 
for small children, ‘kiddies’ tent, bottle tombola, raffle, coconut shy, face painting, plant stall, 
books, toys and bric-a-brac etc. Refreshments will be served in the Tea Room, which will 
again be located within the marquee. There will be cakes made by the talented bakers of the 
village who are kindly asked to take their produce to the marquee on the morning of the 
Gala. There will also be a barbeque and an ice cream van. Later in the afternoon, the more 
energetic may participate in Sporting Events such as running, egg and spoon, sack and fell 
races etc.  
 
At around 5 pm, the event will come to an end but never fear, there will again be an Evening 
Do down on the Playing Field starting at 7.30 pm. There will be a live band, dancing, a 
licensed bar and a hearty meal. Tickets for this special event are on sale at a cost of £10 per 
person from Cononley Post Office. 
 
Anyone who would be willing to help on the day of the Gala should contact Richard Mansell 
on 637526 or Lois Brown on 637176 (lois133@btinternet.com). 
We look forward to seeing you on the day. 

 

  

CONONLEY VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 

June 2010 

David’s Retirement 
In May this year the Parish Council said a fond farewell to its' Parish Clerk of over 12 years, David 

Gulliver. The Parish Council would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to David for all his years of 
service hard work. Although David will be very much missed, the Parish Council would also like to 

announce the new appointment of Stephanie Wheelhouse as Clerk to the Council and we look 
forward to working with her now and in the future. 

See Council’s  ‘Ode to a Parish Clerk’ on page 4 

 

Cononley Village Gala 

Saturday, 19th June 2010 
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Play Park Refurb Update 

 

The hard work and slog of the Committee is literally paying off!  In May we received notification of 

a grant of £49,999 from the Big Lottery's Community Spaces Fund, along with £6,000 from 

Yorventure.  We also received planning permission for the zip wire and climbing structure.  Now 

that we've almost hit our fundraising target of £130,000, we're cracking on with choosing a supplier 

for the installation work which is hoped to start in September this year.   

All the proceeds of this year's Gala will go towards the Refurbishment Project, so donations and 

any contributions of help would be much appreciated to keep those pennies rolling in! 

We are still appealing for materials for the project, so if you know of anyone who would be happy 

to supply - top soil, stone for walling, play sand, cement, turf and grass seed, shrubs, trees - to us 

in September, then please call one of us below. 

 

We would like to acknowledge and thank James Wade and Richard Drake for their recent offers of 

help for this project. 

 

Mike Buck 637599; Chris Marsden 631072; Kath Clark 637337 

 

                                 
Cononley W.I meet at the Village 
Institute on the first Thursday of 
every month at 7.30pm.  
We have a variety of speakers and 
time for a cup of tea and a chat. 
Last month, during the day, we went 
to visit Skipton Museum with lunch 
afterwards at the Red Lion. 
This month we have organised a trip 
to see Hairspray at Bradford. 
New members welcome. 
Liz Calvert, Secretary. 
 01535 634240 

Something to Crow About 
 
The Village Institute would like to thank everyone involved in this 
year’s Scarecrow Festival.  Whether you entered a Scarecrow, 
baked a cake, made some soup, helped out serving refreshments, 
donated prize money or a raffle and duck race prize, covered a stall 
or just simply turned out to support the event you helped raise a 
large sum of money for the Institute. 
 
We all thought that the inaugural Festival in 2009 couldn't be 
topped but thanks to your support and generosity we had 78 
Scarecrows entering the Festival and managed to raise £2,050 a 
whopping increase of £800 over 2009.  This is a remarkable 
achievement with the funds going towards much needed 

refurbishment work in your Institute.  A big thank you. 
 
As ever we would be interested in your feedback so that we can try 
to ensure that next year’s Festival is bigger and better.  Please pass 
on any feedback to Julian Brown on 637176 or 
julianbrown133@btinternet.com. 

 

    Cononley Charities  
       Show 2010 
 
 
As some of you may know, the Show is on Saturday 
August 21st. There will be a strong scarecrow theme in 
the childrens' section, in keeping with the success of the 
Scarecrow Festival. 
It was evident last year that the number of entrants was 
markedly down. This year we will once more deliver 
schedules and entry forms to see if this increases entry 
numbers. Any deliveries in future years will be 
assessed. We look forward to good support. A good 
forecast for the summer should encourage allotment 
holders! 
Marion Rankin for the Show Committee 

 

Cononley W.I. 

 

Cononley Singers Inaugural Concert 

The Cononley Singers will be 

performing their first ever 

concert,  

Feelin’ Groovy 

on both Friday, 9
th
 and Saturday, 

10
th
 July at 7.30pm in Cononley 

Village Institute. Tickets are £5 

and available from Cononley Post 

Office. 

 

http://www.tableandhome.com/prodimages/30612.jpg
http://uk.mc862.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=julianbrown133@btinternet.com
http://www.salmonellablog.com/fruits_vegetables.jpg
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Introduction by the new Clerk to the Parish Council 
 
I play the saxophone. There. That's probably not the way you might expect the new, tenth, Clerk to the 
Parish Council to begin their introduction, but having stared at a blank screen for 20 minutes, trying to 
think about how to start, I kept coming back to the saxes: mainly, I confess, because I was wondering 
whether they were ready to be collected from their far-too-occasional service. So now when you wander 
up past the Institute and hear a sax, you know who to blame.  
But what about the Clerk's job?  
What does it entail and why do I think I can do it? The Clerk to a Council is variously the 'proper officer', 
the 'Responsible Financial Officer', the 'Registered Proprietor of Council Property' and finally, 'Registered 
Contact for the Charities Commission'. Like many other jobs, it has moved from the administrative 
function of 20 years ago to management of a number of functions in the village. And those functions can 
be wildly varying. Take yesterday, for example. Apart from updating the Parish Council's accounts, I 
answered a complex question on trust & charity law, tried to track down the dog warden, organised a skip 
for the allotments, gave a few minutes thought to the vacancy on the Parish Council, the minutes and the 
next agenda, looked at a planning application for the next meeting, thought about delegated financial 
powers, and then was faced with a question about asbestos. Oh, yes, and I checked through a contract, 
and wandered past the noticeboard to check everything was alright there – actually, since I'm on that 
topic, could I ask people not to put notices up using staples? They're terribly difficult to get out unless I 
happen to have a screwdriver on me... 
I'm not entirely convinced that any one working background can prepare you for being a Clerk for the first 
time, but I have hopefully enough experience from legal and educational jobs both in the public sector 
and the private sector to hit the job at least walking, if not running. As you may have realised, my 
background is legal. I have a Law degree, am an associate of ILEx and also a member of the Institute of 
Chartered Secretaries and Administrators. I did do a Master's degree in Archaeology, but that was for fun 
(really!). I will also be undertaking the Certificate in Local Council Administration over the summer, which 
is becoming the 'must have' qualification for Clerks. 
For the last five years I have also been teaching law part-time at Craven College – mainly A-levels, but also 
occasionally on other courses, such as Business Studies HNC and the Travel & Tourism HND. I intend to 
continue with this in September, as the Clerk's hours are around 10-12 a week. Those hours are mainly 
spread over 2 days each week (generally Tuesday and Thursday at the moment), and I am trying to keep 
to within normal business hours. If you need to contact me, please feel free to ring me during business 
hours (636209), drop a note through the door, or best of all, send me an email at any time at 
s.e.wheelhouse@btinternet.com.  
    Stephanie  

 
Parish Councillors: 

 

Mark Allum, 1, Spring Bank, Cross Hills Road, Cononley  BD20 8LQ   01535 632200 

 

Lois Brown [Chairman], Crown House, Skipton Road, Cononley  BD20 8NH 01535 637176 

 

Vacancy 

 

Alan Parker, 32, Skipton Road, Cononley  BD20 8NH   01535 636128 

 

Richard Mansell, Cononley Hall, Main Street, Cononley  BD20 8LJ  01535 637526 

 

Alan Wade, Royd House Farm, Lingah Hill, Glusburn  BD20 8JP  01535 632369 

 

Gavin Shepherd, The Coach House, Crosshills Road, Cononley   BD20 8JR 01535 637651 

 

Clerk to the Council & Responsible Financial Officer:   
Stephanie Wheelhouse, 132 Main Street, Cononley  BD20 8NU  01535 636209 

Email: s.e.wheelhouse@btinternet.com 

 

Caption Competition(March 2010 Newsletter) 
Thank you for the “interesting”and very amusing captions sent in.  
The winning entry selected was received from Marion Rankin.  She aptly called it ‘Royal Flush’.  
Congratulations to Marion.  Marion will be contacted to receive her prize.   

 

 

mailto:s.e.wheelhouse@btinternet.com
mailto:s.e.wheelhouse@btinternet.com
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Cononley Village Newsletter is financed by Cononley  Parish Council.  The views expressed in the newsletter are those of the contributors 

and are no t necessarily those of the Parish Council. 

Contributions for the Sept 2010 edition should be submitted by 03 Sept 2010 to Sue Whitehead.  Prospect House, Crosshills Road, 

Cononley BD20 8JZ.  Tel:  01535 633150.  Email:susan.whitehead@talktalk.net 

ST.JOHN’S CHURCHYARD – A WILDLIFE HAVEN? 
St.John’s churchyard has over the years been well used for burials and interments. It is still open for any village resident (or 
someone with a significant connection to the village) to be buried or have their cremated remains interred there. We hope 
that it is a valued resource for the whole community, as a peaceful and refreshing place. Our two priorities in managing the 
graveyard are, first and most important, enabling safe access to graves, for families to visit and lay flowers; and, secondly 
providing a beautiful and fitting environment which can be a resource for the community. 
A few years ago much time, energy and money was spent on a large scale renovation of the churchyard, making safe 
graves which had become unstable, and removing dilapidated kerbstones, thus facilitating the mowing of the grass. 
Unfortunately the task of mowing the grass is a little like painting the Forth Bridge – as soon as one section is finished, 
another section needs tackling. We have been very fortunate in the labours of David Clarke, who heroically mows the grass 
and keeps the churchyard in a state which older members of the village community say is better than ever before.   
The most important area for maintenance and upkeep is the area around the gravestones, especially the newer graves. 
This leaves a very large area in the north western corner of the churchyard, where there are no graves, and where there is 
a large open area of grass. The Cononley United Church Council has suggested that this might well be made into a wild 
flower area. This would not simply be a case of leaving it uncut and allowing nature to take over, but would mean 
preparing the ground and seeding with appropriate flowers. We have had a visit from representatives of the Yorkshire 
Living Churchyard Project (part of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust) who have given advice and, by the time you read this, will 
have visited again to do a survey of the flora and fauna of the churchyard. 
The Church Council recognise that making such a wild flower area is beyond its present capabilities, and wonder if there is 
any individual, group or organization within the village (or beyond) which might like to take on the task of establishing a 
such an area in this part of the churchyard. If anyone is interested, or has any ideas, please let me know.  
 John Peet 

Cononley Music Marathon     

Saturday 16th October     Calling all musicians! 
If you can play any instrument, sing, dance for ten minutes 
or more, solo or in a group, we need you for the Music 
Marathon.   This will be a showcase for all that talent out 
there in Cononley. 
The idea is that you perform, for any length of time 
(depending on how many artistes we get), in the Village 
Institute, and that we keep the performance going 
continually for as long as possible through the day and into 
the evening – up to midnight if possible!   
Each performer gets themselves sponsored either for their 
individual stint or for the whole programme, and the money 
raised goes towards the essential refurbishment and 
improvement works that the Village Institute desperately 
needs – repairs to roof, new boiler, disabled access, general 
repairs, reorganised accommodation, new kitchen – the list 
is extensive so this event needs as many performers as 
possible. 
There will be refreshments through the day so that anyone 
can drop by to listen and meet up with friends, perhaps 
choosing the time to catch their favourite type of music.  We 
hope to make it a real social occasion for the village. 
If you are interested in taking part, please contact either 
Joan Nicholson on 630872, jandjnicholson@gmail.com  or 
Mary Taylor on 634558, lentay@sky.com for a sponsor form. 

Ode to a Parish Clerk  
 

There was a Parish Clerk named David 
Who was renowned for being conscientious and bearded 

He worked tirelessly in Cononley to work through the issues 
Although on occasion having to comfort with tissues! 

 
Books, trains and history is what he really loves 
Dog fouling, parking and planning he will shove 

To the back of his mind now he has declared his intention 
To depart from the PC with achievements too many to mention 

 
Now the councillors did debate for many an hour 

How to prevent óyoungô David from leaving their power 
In the end they conceded despite wanting to boycott 

And decided to thank him with a beautiful signed teapot! 

mailto:jandjnicholson@gmail.com
mailto:lentay@sky.com

